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LanguageCert 

General Test (Listening, Reading) 

Test 2 

 
Tapescript 

 

R: Listening Part One 

(2 seconds) 

R: You will hear some short conversations. You will hear each conversation twice. Choose the 

correct answer to complete each conversation. 

(10 seconds) 

R: Conversation One 

(2 seconds) 

 

M:  Is this the right road? 

F:  They said second street on the left. 

M:  There don’t seem to be any shops here at all.  

(5 seconds) 

R: Conversation One 

(2 seconds) 

[REPEAT Conversation One] 

(5 seconds) 

R: Conversation Two 

(2 seconds) 

 

M:   Where did you work before you got your job here? 

F:   In a much smaller hotel. That was my first job, and I loved it.   

M:   So what was the reason you left? 

(5 seconds) 

R: Conversation Two 

(2 seconds) 

[REPEAT Conversation Two] 

(5 seconds) 

R: Conversation Three 

(2 seconds) 

 

F:  I was really surprised by David’s attitude the other day. 

M:  Oh don’t bring this up again – he’s apologised to you! 

F:  Yeah, I guess you’re right.  

(5 seconds) 

R: Conversation Three 

(2 seconds) 

[REPEAT Conversation Three] 

(5 seconds) 
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R: Conversation Four 

(2 seconds) 

 

M:   So I’ve decided to accept that restaurant job. 

F:   Yuh? You keep changing your mind. 

M:   Well I know it’s not really my thing, but I need the money. 

(5 seconds) 

R: Conversation Four 

(2 seconds) 

[REPEAT Conversation Four] 

(5 seconds) 

R: Conversation Five 

(2 seconds) 

 

F:  I like coming to our office social events. 

M:  Mm… Who’s that man over there? Does he work here? 

F:  Tim Smith…he’s a new co-worker who’s starting next month. 

(5 seconds) 

R: Conversation Five 

(2 seconds) 

[REPEAT Conversation Five] 

(5 seconds) 

R: Conversation Six 

(2 seconds) 

 

F: I’ve booked an intensive driving course. 

M: Why? There’s no hurry to learn, surely. 

F: I start college next term. And there’s no bus from my village.  

(5 seconds) 

R: Conversation Six 

(2 seconds) 

[REPEAT Conversation Six] 

(5 seconds) 

R: Conversation Seven 

(2 seconds) 

 

M: I’m running in the half marathon on Saturday. 

F: Wow, that’s amazing! 

M: I’ve been training hard, so I hope to finish with a good time.  

(5 seconds) 

R: Conversation Seven 

(2 seconds) 

[REPEAT Conversation Seven] 

(10 seconds) 

R: That is the end of Part One.  
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R: Listening Part Two. 

(2 seconds) 

R: You will hear five conversations. Listen to the conversations and answer the questions. 

Choose the correct answer. You will hear each conversation twice.  

(2 seconds) 

R: Conversation One 

(2 seconds) 

R: You hear a man talking to a colleague about his plans to change job. 

(15 seconds) 

 

M:  Hi Alexandra. 

F:  Hi Martin. How’s everything? 

M:  OK, but I’m thinking of applying for a job in the finance department.  

F:  To be honest, I’m kinda surprised about that. Could I ask why? 

M:  The thing is, it’s an entry level job, like I’m doing now, but I’d get paid an extra hundred and fifty a 

month. That would really help my family. And staff finish early on Fridays in the finance 

department. 

F:  I get it, I really do. But if I were you, I’d think about how it might look to the HR people. You’ve 

only been here two months: it’s too soon to move. You wouldn’t want management to think 

you’re someone who can’t stick at anything. Also, you may not know this, but staff in Finance have 

to do a lot more training than we do. That can be stressful. 

(10 seconds) 

[REPEAT Conversation One] 

(2 seconds) 

R: Conversation Two 

(2 seconds) 

R: You hear an airport worker called Jake telling a friend about his job. 

(15 seconds) 

 

F:  Hi Jake. How’s your job at the airport? 

M:  Good thanks. I’m in the baggage department. It’s always busy, but I like that because I’d hate 

having not enough to do. There’s a lot of equipment and it’s so loud. I wasn’t expecting that at all, 

but I’m getting used to it now. 

F:  So, do you think you’ll stay there, or look for another job? 

M:  Well, I’m not a permanent member of staff yet, so it would be easy to leave if I saw something 

better. And the trouble with this job is, there’s no chances for career development – it’s such a 

pity, you know… Some weeks I have to work nights, or at weekends, but that doesn’t bother me. 

F:  That’s good. 

(10 seconds) 

[REPEAT Conversation Two] 

(2 seconds) 

R: Conversation Three 

(2 seconds) 

R: You hear two colleagues talking about a job application. 

(15 seconds) 

 

F:   Pete, an application form arrived last night by email, from a guy called Sid Green. It’s for the vacancy 

we’re advertising in the store. Shall I print it out and file it with the other forms? 

M:  Oh, I just gave that file to the assistant manager. She needs to fill the vacancy urgently and wants 

to start calling people this afternoon, to set up interviews. Would you mind taking it to her? 
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F:  Sure, I can do that. What if anyone else emails in an application today? I mean, yesterday was the 

closing date, wasn’t it? 

M:  Yes it was. So any more applications that arrive will be too late. I’d say send a reply – it only needs 

to be a few lines – explaining we’ll keep their application and consider it the next time we have a 

similar vacancy. 

F:  No problem. 

(10 seconds) 

[REPEAT Conversation Three] 

(2 seconds) 

R: Conversation Four 

(2 seconds) 

R: You hear a furniture designer called Selena talking to her new colleague. 

(15 seconds) 

 

F:  Hi Ben. I’m Selena, one of the designers. Welcome to the company. 

M:  Thanks. It’s great to be here. What made you want to be a furniture designer, Selena? 

F:  Well, I always enjoyed art and design at school, and my dad’s an artist - I’m not as talented as him, 

so I didn’t get into art college. A number of design firms are based around my home town and I’d 

heard they’re all good employers. I applied to one of them and was offered a job. 

M:  Right. Do you enjoy your current job? 

F:  Yes, especially when I see my furniture on sale in the shops. That doesn’t happen all the time, 

because our profession is competitive. You can’t use too much imagination, you know. We have to 

design furniture that we know people are going to find attractive and want to buy. That’s what 

matters more than anything else.  

M:  OK. 

(10 seconds) 

[REPEAT Conversation Four] 

(2 seconds) 

R: Conversation Five 

(2 seconds) 

R: You hear two colleagues talking about travelling to work. 

(15 seconds) 

 

F:  Late again! 

M:  Yeah, the traffic was even worse than usual today. 

F:  At least on the train I don’t have to put up with not knowing what time I’m going to arrive, just the 

rudeness and ignorance of some of my fellow travellers. I honestly can’t work out why people 

push past others to get to their preferred seat. It’s not as though the service I take is particularly 

crowded. 

M:  I guess there are drawbacks with every method of transport. 

F:  Sure are! 

M:  I’m sure the company could do something…. I live too far away from work to expect them to lay 

on buses, but I’d definitely get the train if it were possible to borrow enough for a season ticket 

from them – but it’s too much for me to afford all in one go. 

F:  It’d make sense to offer that kind of support, now the company’s decided to sell one of their car 

parks to encourage drivers to use public transport.  

M:  Exactly! I understand why it’s being done, but I need help switching. 

(10 seconds) 

[REPEAT Conversation Five] 

(2 seconds.) 
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R: That is the end of Part Two.  
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R: Listening Part Three. 

(2 seconds) 

R: You will hear someone talking. You will hear the person twice.  

(2 seconds) 

R: Complete the information. Write short answers of one to three words. You have thirty 

seconds to look at the notepad. 

(30 seconds) 

[beep] 

 

F:  The artist Barbara Hepworth was born in Yorkshire in the North of England in 1903. Her father came 

from an engineering background, and Barbara took great interest in his work and in the geography 

of their area. As a teenager, she showed greatest potential in music and won several prizes for that 

at secondary school. But she was also good at art, and ended up going to an art college in the city 

of Leeds. Following this, she studied sculpture at the Royal College of Art in London and had a fifty-

year career as a sculptor. 

Throughout her student years, Barbara was friends with the sculptor Henry Moore, who later 

became her main rival. Together with other students, they went on research trips to Paris. Henry 

Moore went on to become one of the most significant twentieth-century British artists, although 

some would argue that Barbara Hepworth was equally important. 

At the end of her studies, Hepworth spent time in Italy, improving her technique in working with 

marble, the main material used in classical sculpture. Returning to London, she wasn’t really famous 

enough to get her work exhibited in an art gallery, so she simply used her flat for that purpose 

instead. 

Both Barbara Hepworth and Henry Moore developed a method of sculpture known as Direct 

Carving, meaning they worked directly on the material chosen for a sculpture – stone, wood, and 

so on – without doing a drawing or making a small model of it first. Hepworth rejected the 

traditional, realistic style of art. Hers was abstract, and she found inspiration from the studios of 

famous artists who she visited on her travels through Europe in the 1930s. 

At the start of World War Two, Hepworth moved from her home in London to a seaside town in 

South-west England. She bought a house and lived there for the rest of her life. Towards the end 

of her career, she worked mainly with metals such as bronze. Working in metal allowed her to 

create identical copies of each work – virtually impossible when using unique pieces of stone or 

wood – and this was a useful way to keep up with demand for her work. Another feature of her 

work from this time was the wire that she attached to her pieces after she’d formed the basic shape. 

A lot of media attention was focused on Hepworth’s private life, even though, in her lifetime, she 

produced over 600 pieces of art. She was influenced by the landscape, and often worked outdoors. 

It’s also interesting that ‘mother and child’ was a common theme she came back to again and again 

in her work. 

When Hepworth died, her family respected her wishes regarding her home and studio. It was given 

to a museum and opened to the public a year later. Her living room remains furnished as she left it, 

the studio contains her tools, and her favourite sculptures are installed in the garden. It’s the 

largest collection of her works on permanent display. 

(10 seconds) 

[REPEAT Part 3] 

(10 seconds.) 
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R: That is the end of Part Three. 
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R: Listening Part Four. 

(2 seconds) 

R: You will hear a conversation. You will hear the conversation twice. 

(2 seconds) 

R: Choose the correct answers. You have one minute to read through the questions. 

(1 minute) 

[beep]  

 

M: Hi Becky. Are you enjoying playing in our orchestra? We’re only amateurs, but we have a lot of fun. 

F: I’m having a great time, thanks Tom. It’s only my second month, but everyone’s been so welcoming 

and helpful. 

M: I suppose you’ve been playing the violin for years? 

F: Well, I first took it up when I was at secondary school. The school had a fantastic music department 

that lent out instruments to students, which was such a relief because my mum and dad weren’t in 

a position to invest in one for me. After a year, my music teacher, who wasn’t actually a violin 

specialist, said I needed to be taught by someone else who could take me further. That’s when 

school sponsored me to have private lessons, that was just amazing. I suppose you’ve been playing 

for ages, Tom? 

M: Yeah, I switched from piano to violin some years ago.  

F: Oh I tried piano too, but it was always such a challenge to physically reach all the keys. 

M: Well…erm, I didn’t have that particular difficulty. My mother plays really well and so does my older 

brother, so we always messed around playing and singing at home. When it comes to joining an 

orchestra, I knew they hardly ever recruited piano players, so I thought I’d stand more of a chance 

if I took up the violin. 

F: Mm… Smart thinking! 

M: Yeah, though I nearly gave up a few times early on. The violin’s such a tricky instrument to get a 

good sound out of at the beginning. 

F: Oh, don’t remind me! I remember it felt really natural to pick up and hold my violin – you know 

elbows under the centre and wrist gently rounded, but it must’ve been weeks before I managed a 

decent note. And my fingers used to get so sore. 

M: I don’t remember feeling that. Or maybe you were practising a lot more than me! 

F: I don’t know. I was the only one of my best mates at school who was into playing music. What about 

you? 

M: Most of mine were forever in and out of various bands, and they were always hinting they wanted 

me to join them. Not that I ever would have done, though I am still playing the kind of folk rock 

they introduced me to. 

F: Right. 

M: So, are you getting used to our conductor? He can be a bit strict sometimes, especially if he thinks 

we haven’t prepared enough. 

F: I can see why he could come across as a bit scary to some people, but he’s nothing like one teacher 

that I had a few years ago. Once, she really shouted at me when my playing was below her expected 

standard. I was so upset, but you know, it’s made me tougher and more determined ever since. 

M: That’s good. We need a lot of determination for the piece we’re playing this afternoon. 

F: I never thought I’d say it, but I think I’d manage to pick up a faster piece more easily than this one. 

M: Tell me about it. It still feels like a new piece to me, no matter how often I hear it or play it. It’s 

certainly not my favourite. 

F: Me neither. Though it’s quite emotional, which I like. 

M: We might have to differ on that. Anyway, looks like we’re ready to begin… 

(5 seconds) 

[beep] 
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[REPEAT Part Four] 

(10 seconds.) 

R: That is the end of Part Four. 


