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A secure, reliable and fit-for-purpose 

English test for higher education

Academic 

Focus & Global 

Recognition

Accepted by universities 

and colleges. Suitable 

for student visas.

Support & 

Preparation 

Resources

Access a wide range 

of free preparation 

materials.

Flexible & 

Accessible 

Delivery

Available globally, at 

test centres or online 

at any time. 

Easy online 

booking with 

quick results

Results within 5 working

days, with a Digital Test 

Report with feedback.



An Ofqual-regulated as 

well as CEFR aligned test

Multi-level test

Assesses English 

language proficiency  

from B1 to C2 of CEFR

Duration

The exam duration is 2 

hours & 34 mins and all 4 

skills are being assessed



Test format and structure

Written Component

Spoken Component

Listening

4 parts - 30 questions 
Multiple choice/note 
taking Around 40 minutes 
(all parts heard twice)

Reading

4 parts - 30 questions
Multiple choice/gap
filling/multiple matching
50 minutes

Writing

Speaking

2 tasks
Extended responses
50 minutes 

4 parts – live 1:1 with 
interlocutor
Questions/role-play/read
aloud/presentation
Around 14 minutes



How familiar are you with 
the structure and tasks of 
LANGUAGECERT 
Academic?



Insights into 
Listening



What test takers 

are required to do

Note: Overall duration of Listening Test approx. 40 mins

Listening 1: Listen to unfinished conversations and choose the 

appropriate completion/continuation

Listening 2: Listen to conversations and identify certain aspects 

(topic, purpose etc.) 

Listening 3: Listen to a monologue and complete the missing 

information in a pad 

Listening 4: Listen to a discussion between three speakers and 

identify certain aspects (opinions, attitude, etc.)



Listening - Part 1

Listen out for the two different voices so you know 

who is speaking at which point –

there will always be two speakers in this part.

Listen for clues, who is speaking (for example, two 
students) and the relationship between the

two speakers.

Focus on the overall meaning of the conversation to 

help you understand any
unknown words.

Tips



Listening - Part 2

Use the preparation time to read through the questions carefully.

Identify the background to the extract and the speaker with the 

help of the context setting sentence. 

Listen out for the two different voices, so you know who is 

speaking at which point –

there will always be two speakers in this part. 

Use the first listening to answer the first question and the 

second listening to answer the second question. Even if you 

answer both questions during the first listening, you

should listen again carefully to check your answers.

Order of Questions: Questions appear in the order they are heard 

in the extract.  

Tips



Listening - Part 3

Use the preparation time to read through the notes and think 

about the kind of information that might fit in each gap. The 

notes without gaps give additional valuable information to help 

complete the task.

Write what you hear: the exact words for each gap will be in 

the listening, so there is no need to paraphrase.

Ensure your answers are no more than three words – there 

are no additional marks for extra words.

Check through your answers for spelling mistakes and typos –

marks will not be awarded for incorrect spelling.

Tips



Listening - Part 4

Tips

Use the preparation time to read all the questions and 

multiple-choice options so you know what to listen out for.

Focus on the context setting sentence. 

Pay attention to linguistic markers and expressions of 

agreement/disagreement that provide clues to the information 

you will need to answer the questions.

The discussion will revolve around a topical/academic issue.

Expect a discussion dense with information: differentiate 

between relevant information and irrelevant information. 



Insights into 
Reading



Part 1A: Read sentences and understand the vocabulary used

Part 1B: Read a text and understand its lexico-grammatical features

Part 2: Read a text from which sentences have been removed and choose                    

from a given choice of sentences to fill the gaps.

Part 3: Read four texts with a common theme and understand their purpose and locate 

specific information

Part 4: Read a long text with academic argumentation and answer questions about it. 

What test takers 

are required to do



Reading - Part 1a

Read each sentence first to get a general 

understanding. You can look at the words either side of 

the word in bold to get its meaning.

Say each sentence in your head, replacing the word in 
bold with your chosen answer

to see if it sounds correct. 

Some of the options will have a very similar meaning to 

the

word in bold but will not be correct in the given context.

Tips



Reading - Part 1b

Read the whole text, including the title, to get an overall sense 

of what it is about.

Follow the context clues to predict the most suitable word for 

each gap.

Think about possible phrasal verbs and collocations as this 

may help to complete the gaps e.g. ‘show off’ or ‘take a break’.

Try to guess the meaning of any unknown words from the 
context and by using the words either side of each gap as clues.

Read the completed text when you’ve finished the task to 

check that it works logically and grammatically.

Tips



Reading - Part 2

Read the whole text, including the title, to get an overall 

sense of what it is about. You should look out for key words, 

which can help to identify which sentence goes in each

gap.

Analyse each gap and look for linking words or phrases 

that indicate how the sentences connect (for example, 

‘therefore’, ‘however’, ‘in addition’). Eliminate any

incorrect options based on these cohesive devices.

Pay attention to the subject of the sentence to be inserted. 

Check the completed text for coherence and flow.

Tips



Reading - Part 3

Skim read all four texts first, paying attention to the key 

points that are made in each one. 

Then read the questions and scan the texts, looking for 
the specific information that addresses each question.

Understand the function, genre and purpose of each 

text. 

Identify keywords in the questions and possible 

paraphrases in the texts 

Tips



Reading - Part 4
Read the whole text, including the title, to get a general 

understanding of what it is about.

Focus on understanding the main idea and overall 

context of the text; don't stress about unfamiliar words. 

Quickly read through all six questions to understand 

what specific information you need to find in the text.

Identify keywords in each question. 

Be aware that the correct answers do not always include 

the exact words from the text, so look out for paraphrases 

and synonyms.

Tips



General reading tips for test takers

Prioritise understanding the content as a whole instead of

focusing on individual words and make sure to manage your time 

wisely to finish all tasks successfully.

Get the big picture first - Read the text once to understand the 

main idea before answering the questions.

Follow the question order - The questions appear in the same 

sequence as the text, helping you find the answers quicker.

Use your time wisely - You don’t need to spend equal time on 

each part – aim to do the first two parts more quickly to allow 

enough time for Parts 3 and 4.

Don’t stress over every word - If an unfamiliar word doesn’t 

affect the main meaning,  move on - many tasks test overall 

understanding.



Insights into 
Writing



What test takers 

are required to do

▪ Writing Part 1: Write a report, 

argument or article of 150 to 

200 words 

▪ Writing Part 2: Write a formal 

piece of writing on an

academic subject in about 250

words

What is assessed 

Test taker’s ability to: 

▪ respond appropriately to a given            

input to produce a formal response 

for an intended public audience

▪ produce a piece of argumentative      

writing on an academic subject

Writing



24

Take a few minutes to plan your answer before you start writing. Look 

at the infographic and make a note of any trends, key points or unusual 

data.

Consider all the content points provided and write a well-structured 

report, argument or article of about 150 to 200 words that addresses 

them one by one in the order they appear.

Use language for describing changes, trends and figures. It will help if 

you keep a record of this kind of language when revising for the test.

Use the language of cause and effect as well as tentative or hedging 

language for making predictions.

Pay attention to the style of writing and who you are writing to and 

adjust the tone accordingly. Part 1, is a formal/neutral piece of writing 

that requires an objective tone.

Provide a rationale for any trends and try to make predictions.

Writing - Part 1

Tips
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Writing - Part 2
Take a few minutes to plan your answer before you start 

writing. Read the statement carefully and note down ideas for 

each side of the argument.

Compare and contrast both views, offering definitions, 

examples, evaluation, cause and-effect reasoning.

Aim for a well-structured piece of writing, of about 250 

words, using clear paragraphs.

Express your personal view in the conclusion.

Write your essay in a formal style, using an objective tone 

and the language of argument and persuasion.

Tips



General writing tips 

for test takers
Manage your time wisely

Part 1, is worth 40% and Part 2, is worth 60% of the total marks. A good 

time allocation is: 20 minutes for Part 1, 25 minutes for Part 2, and 5 

minutes for reviewing (2 minutes for planning, 3 minutes for final checks).

Follow instructions carefully

Identify the key points in the prompt and ensure you include all of them in 

your response.

Stay within the word limit

Write at least the minimum number of words required. Avoid exceeding 

the maximum, as extra words won’t earn additional marks.

Ahead of the test, practice composing your answers 

and typing them on the screen.



Insights into 
Speaking



What test takers 

are required to do

Note: Overall duration of Speaking Test 14 mins

Speaking 1: Take part in a warm-up and interview (3 mins)

Speaking 2: Role play (2 mins)

Speaking 3: Read aloud and answer questions (4 mins)

Speaking 4: Present and answer questions (5 mins)



Speaking - Part 1

Listen carefully to the task instructions and to the 

questions asked.

Avoid memorising your speech by heart.

Support your point of view with reasons and examples.

Expand on your responses and avoid one-word answers.

Think carefully about the tense you will need to use and 

your word choice.

Include examples from your own experiences to express 

preferences or points of view.

Tips



Speaking - Part 2

Remember that the Interlocutor will initiate the first 

interaction and you must initiate the second one.

Adjust your language and tone based on the situation. 

The Interlocutor may pretend to be, for example, one of your 
classmates or a university accommodation officer, so 

interact formally or informally considering the context, like 

speaking to a classmate or university staff.

Practise initiating interactions and inviting opinions.

Tips



Speaking - Part 3

Make good use of preparation time to skim read the text, 

focusing on overall meaning.

Aim for clarity and precision in your speech.

Make your best attempt at words you’re not sure how to 
pronounce and move on quickly – it’s important to keep the flow 

going.

Use punctuation as a guide to aid fluency, for example, briefly 

pausing after a comma.
Practise reading numbers, and acronyms, long noun phrases 

and long sentences.

Note that follow-up questions could ask you about the main 

point of the passage, so comprehension is also assessed. 

Tips



Speaking - Part 4
Use the preparation time to interpret the infographic, think 

about your answer, make notes and organise your ideas.

Keep the content of your presentation focused on the topic 

given.

Practise interpreting information from infographics.

Practise before the test, talking for two minutes on familiar 

and unfamiliar topics. This will give you a good idea of how 
long you should speak for in the test.

Use ‘filler’ phrases if you need time to think before 

answering a question, for example,

‘that’s an interesting question ...’, ‘let me see ...’, ‘give me a 
second to think about that ...’

Tips



General speaking tips 

for test takers

Give detailed, well-structured answers

Use your preparation time wisely

Listen carefully and stay engaged

Don't be afraid to ask for repetition

Demonstrate a wide range of vocabulary

Correct yourself if needed

Focus on communication, not knowledge



Assessment 
& Marking



How the Speaking Test is assessed and marked:

Performance measured across 

four levels (B1-C2) all mapped to 

the CEFR

Four parts (duration 14 mins), 

each of the four parts given equal 

importance

Candidates assessed against five 

criteria

Candidates awarded a mark from 

0 – 8 for each of the five criteria

Maximum raw marks awarded: 48



How the Writing Test is assessed and marked:

Candidates assessed against four criteria for both tasks



How the Writing Test is 

assessed and marked:

Specific mark schemes for each task 

Each marking criterion has 8 marks resulting in a total of 32 

marks per task

Once each Writing task has been marked, overall mark 

awarded for the Writing section 

Grades established by adding together scores on the two 

tasks

40% of overall marks allocated to Task 1 and 60% to Task 2 

Results reported on a 1-100 scale (LANGUAGECERT Global 

Scale) aligned to the six CEFR levels (A1-C2)



Support materials overview

Test Overview 

Videos
Official Practice 

Papers 

Book of Practice 

Papers

Qualification 

Handbook

Writing sample scripts & 

examiner’s comments

Sample Speaking 

Test Videos

Preparation Tips for 

Candidates

Live Academic 

Webinars 

Lesson 

Plans

FAQs on 

Website



Your voice 
matters!



info@languagecert.org

/LanguageCert.org

/company/languagecert

/languagecert/

@languagecert

@languagecert
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