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LANGUAGECERT Academic

Overview

• Main features of the LANGUAGECERT Academic test

• Test samples and tips for test takers:

• Listening

• Reading

• Writing

• Speaking

• Support material

• Contact information



▪ Multi-level English test spanning CEFR levels B1 to C2

▪ Enhanced academic content and focus for all tasks

▪ Meaningful and user-friendly results reporting

▪ Built on a bed of underpinning research and validation 

▪ Secure, reliable and accessible test delivery

LANGUAGECERT Academic 

Designed specifically for higher education admissions 
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Main features

Test content tailored for academic study at:

▪ Undergraduate level

▪ Post-graduate level

▪ Professional level 

▪ Test content: replica of general academic English 

in use and skills for the real world

▪ Productive skills marked by a team of trained and 

accredited human markers

▪ Widely accessible through:

- the LANGUAGECERT Secure Test Centre Network 

operational in 110+ countries globally 

- Online with remote live invigilation
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Listening

Listening    4 parts 

duration: approx. 40 mins

▪ Listening 1: Listen to unfinished conversations and choose the

appropriate completion/continuation

▪ Listening 2: Listen to conversations and identify certain

aspects (topic, purpose etc.)

▪ Listening 3: Listen to a monologue and complete the missing

information in a pad

▪ Listening 4: Listen to a discussion between three speakers and

identify certain aspects (opinions, attitude, etc.)
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Listening – Part 1

Tips for test takers

• In Part 1 you will hear unfinished dialogues, each 

followed by one multiple choice question, and need to 

choose the appropriate completion or continuation.

• Listen carefully for the two different voices so as to 

know which speaker is speaking at which point.

• Listen for clues such as key words and phrases as to 

where the conversation is taking place (e.g. straight 

after a lecture), who is talking, degree of formality.

• Familiarise yourself with common expressions and 

responses used in everyday conversations in an 

academic context. 
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Listening – Part 2

Tips for test takers

• In Part 2 you will hear short exchanges followed by two 

multiple-choice questions for each.

• Make sure you use the preparation time to read 

through the questions. 

• Note that the questions appear in the order they are 

heard in the extract. 

• Identify the background to the extract and the speaker 

with the help of the context setting sentence. 

• Use the first listening to answer the first question and 

the second listening to focus on the second question. 
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Listening – Part 3

Tips for test takers

• In Part 3 you will hear a monologue and complete 

seven gaps with no more than three words.

• During the 30 seconds given before the listening 

begins, look at the notes, skim read them and think 

about what kind of information might go into each gap. 

• Just write what you hear: the exact words for each gap 

will appear in the listening so there is no need to 

paraphrase. 

• Don’t waste any time writing more than three words as 

no additional marks for this will be awarded. 

• Ensure that your spelling is correct. 
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Listening – Part 4

Tips for test takers

• In Part 4 you will hear a discussion followed by six multiple 

choice questions.

• You will be given one minute to look at the questions 

before the listening begins so skim read the questions

• Focus on the context setting sentence: it will provide you 

with some background to the extract and the speakers. 

• The discussion will revolve around a topical/academic 

issue.

• As you will hear a conversation dense with information, 

differentiate between relevant information and irrelevant 

information: not all of it is crucial. 
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Listening 
General listening tips for test takers

• You will hear every listening task twice. 

• Use the first listening to answer as many questions as 

you can and the second to complete your answers. 

• Or use the second listening to check these.

• You will be given some time to read through the 

questions set.

• The answers to the questions will always appear in the 

listening text in the same order as the questions are 

asked.

• Familiarise yourself with what you are required to do 

and make predictions (e.g. about the content). This will 

help you perform better.
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Reading

Reading: 5 parts 

duration: 50 mins

• Reading 1: A: Read sentences and understand 

the vocabulary used

• B: Read a text and understand its lexico-

grammatical features

• Reading 2: Read a text from which sentences have been 
removed and choose from a given choice of 
sentences to fill the gaps.

• Reading 3: Read four texts with a common theme and

understand their purpose and locate specific

information

• Reading 4: Read a long text with academic argumentation 
and answer questions about it. 
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Reading – Part 1a

Tips for test takers

• In Part 1a you need to choose the correct word from a 

choice of four for each sentence to replace the 

highlighted word(s) with no change in meaning. 

• Some of the words in the option list will have a very 

similar meaning to the word in the sentence but will not 

be exactly right in the given context: say the sentence in 

their head replacing the word with your chosen answer 

to see if it ‘sounds correct’.

• Provide an answer even if they are not sure it is the 

correct one.
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Reading – Part 1b

Tips for test takers

• In Part 1b you are provided with a gapped text and need 

to choose the correct word from a choice of three to fill 

each gap. 

• Read the whole text first, including the title, before 

attempting to fill any gaps and get a feel for what kind of 

text it is. 

• If there are any words they don’t understand, try to 

guess these from the context, using the words before 

and after as clues. 
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Reading – Part 2

Tips for test takers

• In Part 2 you are provided with a text from which sentences 

have been removed and have a choice of eight sentences 

to choose from to complete the six gaps.

• Read the whole text first including the title before 

attempting to fill any gaps and get a feel for what kind of 

text it is and its organization.

• Locate key words in the sentences and the text. Key words 

and their paraphrased are especially useful in choosing the 

appropriate sentence for the gap. 

• Pay attention to the subject of the sentence to be inserted 

as this will often link back to the sentence before in the 

text.
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Reading – Part 3

Tips for test takers

• In Part 3 there will be four texts on a common theme and 

seven multiple matching questions to identify information 

from the texts.

• Quickly read through all seven questions to understand 

what specific information you need to find.

• Skim read the texts, paying attention to the key points 

that are made in each. 

• Understand the function, genre and purpose of each text. 

• Identify keywords: Note important keywords in each 

question that will help you locate the relevant information 

in the texts.
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Reading – Part 4

Tips for test takers

• Remember in Part 4 you will be presented with a long 

text with academic argumentation followed by six four-

option multiple-choice questions.

• Quickly read through all six questions to understand 

what specific information you need to find in the text. 

• Identify keywords: Highlight important keywords in each 

question that will help you locate the relevant 

information in the text. 

• Read the text thoroughly, including the title, making sure 

to understand the main arguments, supporting details, 

and overall structure. 
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Reading 
General reading tips for test takers

• Build your ability to skim and scan long texts on screen. 

Read any given text once through first to get the main 

idea and only then attempt answering the questions.

• Try not to get stuck on individual words that you don’t 

understand if they don’t interfere with the key points of 

the text. 

• Remember that the answers to the questions in the text 

are always in the same order as the questions are 

asked. Use this as a guide as to which section of the 

text the answer will be found in. 

• If you don’t know the answer to a question, make your 

best guess. 
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Writing

Writing: 2 parts (50 mins)

• Writing 1: Write a report, argument or article

of 150 to 200 words. 

• Writing 2: Write a formal piece of writing on

an academic subject in about 250

words
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Writing
General writing tips for test takers

• Part 1 carries 40% of the total marks 

• Part 2 carries 60% of the total marks

• Divide the 50 minutes accordingly.

• Read the instructions carefully and identify the key 

points to be covered.

• Ahead of the test, practice composing your answers 

and typing them on the screen rather than with pen and 

paper.

• Practice writing the number of words so you get an idea 

of the length of text that is required. Keep an eye of the 

word count.

• Don’t write too much over the amount; you won’t 

receive any additional marks.
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Writing – Part 1

Tips for test takers

• In Part 1 you will be asked to write a report, argument or 

article in 150 to 200 words, and describe trends, express 

opinion, justification or argumentation.

• Make sure you refer to all three content points or you will 

lose marks.

• Structure your text by addressing the points clearly one by 

one.

• Practice language for identifying important trends and 

extracting information from charts and infographics.

• Pay attention to your register. Part 1 is a formal/neutral 

piece of writing that requires objective, impersonal tone. 
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Writing – Part 2

Tips for test takers

• In Part 2 you will be asked to produce an essay (approx. 250 

words) which will be a formal piece of 

discursive/argumentative writing on an academic subject.  

• The statement given is a balanced statement, presenting 

two, often opposing views, on a controversial topic. 

• Address the topic in a balanced and yet persuasive manner.  

• Address both views; compare and contrast, provide 

definitions, examples, evaluation, cause and effect 

reasoning or problem solving.  

• Your writing goal is a persuasive essay, so practice the 

language of argument. 
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Writing
General writing tips for test takers 

• Read the instructions carefully and identify the key points to be 

covered. Include all the key points in your response.  

• Keep an eye of the word count throughout so that you write the 

minimum required. Don’t write too much over the amount.

• Emphasise key points as well as expand and support relevant 

ideas with examples and data.  

• Avoid generic words (e.g. good, bad, things) and use vocabulary 

appropriate to your level (e.g. ‘steep’, ‘outstanding’)

• Make sure you use a variety of cohesive devices (e.g. in 

addition, however) to clearly mark the relationship between ideas 

and produce clear and coherent text.  

• Always read through your text again once you’ve finished and 

spend some time improving it. 
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Speaking 

Speaking:  4 parts (approx. 14 mins)

1 candidate & 1 interlocutor

• Speaking 1: Warm up and interview (3 mins)

• Speaking 2: Role plays (2 mins)

• Speaking 3: Reading aloud and answering questions (4 mins)

• Speaking 4: Presentation and answering questions (5 mins)
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Speaking – Part 1

Tips for test takers

• Remember Part 1 consists of a warm-up and interview. 

• Avoid rehearsed speech when asked ‘expected 

questions’ (e.g. about yourself, your family) so that your 

responses sound natural.

• Avoid dry or one-word answers; expand your answers 

with details. 
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Speaking – Part 2

Tips for test takers

• Part 2 consists of two role plays between one candidate 

and one interlocutor.

• The interlocutor initiates the first interaction and the 

candidate initiates the second.

• Use appropriate tone and register depending on the role 

relationship. 

• Practice initiating interactions and inviting opinions
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Speaking – Part 3

Tips for test takers

• In Part 3 you will be asked to read a text aloud and 

answer questions.

• Use the 20 seconds of preparation time to skim read 

the text and get a sense of the topic and tone.

• Pay attention to the text punctuation.

• Practice reading numbers and acronyms, long noun 

phrases and long sentences. 

• Aim for fluency and flow and keep going with words you 

don’t know how to pronounce. 

• Follow-up questions could ask you about the main point 

of the passage, so comprehension is also assessed. 
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Speaking – Part 4

Tips for test takers

• In Part 4 you will be required to deliver a presentation 

and answer follow-up questions.

• You 1 min of preparation time: notes can help you 

organise your main points.

• Practice talking for 2 minutes so you have a sense of 

the length of time needed. 

• Practice extracting key information from infographics. 
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Speaking
General speaking tips for test takers

• In case you do not hear a question well, you can ask the 

Interlocutor to repeat the question. You will not be penalised

for it (you may not ask the Interlocutor to paraphrase or 

translate the question though!).

• Know that there are no ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ responses and what 

matters on your test day is your ‘English’, not your opinions. 

• So that you can even more effectively interact with the 

Interlocutor, know a few ‘turn taking’ techniques (‘how to give 

personal information’, ‘how to express views’, ‘how to open 

/close a conversation’ etc).

• Prior to your test day, make sure you watch our mock test 

videos so that you exactly know what to expect.
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Assessment & Marking

▪ Directly calibrated to the CEFR, LANGUAGECERT IESOL examinations, the LTE 

and the RQF*/CQFW** (England and Northern Ireland/Wales) levels

▪ Results reported on a 1-100 scale (Global Scale)

*  RQF (Regulated Qualifications Framework) = accredits qualifications in England, Wales and Northern Ireland

** CQFW (Credit & Qualifications Framework for Wales) = an inclusive meta-framework designed to provide greater clarity on the qualifications system in Wales
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Assessment & Marking

▪ Listening and Reading parts: 

auto-marked

▪ Writing and Speaking parts: 

marked by trained assessors

▪ 4 levels of performance for 

each task:

1st → B1

2nd → B2

3rd → C1

4th → C2

LANGUAGECERT 
Academic

LANGUAGECERT 
Global Scale        

(1–100)
CEFR Levels

RQF/CQFW 
(England & 
Northern 

Ireland/Wales)

B1 Achiever 40–59 B1 Entry 3

B2 Communicator 60–74 B2 Level 1

C1 Expert 75–89 C1 Level 2

C2 Mastery 90-100 C2 Level 3
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Assessment & Marking

Writing

▪ Marked by trained and experienced examiners

▪ Specific mark schemes for each task

▪ Candidates assessed against four criteria:

▪ Each marking criterion has 8 marks resulting in a total of 32 marks per task
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Assessment & Marking

▪ Once each Writing task has been 

marked, an overall mark awarded for 

the Writing section 

▪ Grades established by adding together 

scores on the two tasks

▪ 40% of overall marks allocated to Task 1 

and 60% to Task 2 

▪ Results provided as an overall score 

on the LANGUAGECERT Global Scale 

out of 100 (scale aligned to the six levels 

(A1-C2) of the CEFR) 
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Assessment & Marking

Speaking

▪ Performance measured 

across four levels (B1-C2) 

all mapped to the CEFR

▪ Four parts (duration 14 

minutes)

▪ Candidates assessed 

against five criteria

▪ Each of the four parts given 

equal importance

▪ Candidates awarded a mark 

from 0 – 8 for each of the 

five criteria
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Assessment & Marking

Speaking

▪ Candidate output marked by two human examiners:

o by the interlocutor immediately after the test

o by a second examiner who awards marks subsequently by accessing the recording 

▪ First criterion ‘Task Fulfilment and Communicative Effect’ marked by the interlocutor 

▪ Second examiner (remote examiner) marks the other criteria 

▪ Interlocutor 'general impression' mark then double-weighted

▪ Maximum raw marks awarded: 48

▪ Raw marks then converted to a scaled score that corresponds to the CEFR levels
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Test Overview 

Videos
Official Practice 

Papers 

Book of Practice 

Papers

Qualification 

Handbook

Writing sample scripts & 

examiner’s comments

Preparation Tips for 

Candidates

Live Academic 

Webinars 

Lesson 

Plans

FAQs on 

Website
Sample Speaking 

Test Videos

LANGUAGECERT Academic 

Support material overview



Thank you!
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Practice Material – LANGUAGECERT

Academic B1-C2

LANGUAGECERT Academic 

Support material overview



Practice Material – LANGUAGECERT

Academic B1-C2

LANGUAGECERT Academic 

Support material overview



Practice Material – LANGUAGECERT

Academic B1-C2

LANGUAGECERT Academic 

Support material overview



Practice Material – LANGUAGECERT

Academic B1-C2

LANGUAGECERT Academic 

Support material overview



Webinars for Teachers

LANGUAGECERT Academic 

Support material overview
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